AMAZONS    OF    FREEDOM

schooling, but were not unaware of the seriousness
of the matter. At every noise in the staircase or
landing  they   had  to   maintain   a   dead  silence,
holding   their   breaths   and   listening,   listening.
Thus, from early youth, the children were sworn
enemies of the Russian Empire. A dozen or so
of the secret school in Warsaw were discovered,
their  'hosts'   and  teachers  imprisoned,  but the
organization as a whole was never affected.  In
the provinces the girls' schools were disguised as
dressmaking establishments and the boys' schools
as workshops. The organization extended as far
East as Kiev, fostering the national spirit every-
where in defiance of every danger.